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SUBJECT: ABORTIVE LIBYAN COUP REPORTED 

1. CAIRO PRESS AUGUST 17 FINALLY SURFACED NEWS OF ABORTIVE 
LIBYAN COUP. BOTH GUMHURIYYA AND AKHBAR CLAIM "LATEST IN SERIES 
OF COUP ATTEMPTS OCCURRED "IN LAST FEW DAYS," AND WAS LED BY RCC 
MEMBERS HAWADI AND MUHAYSHI. REPORTEDLY, MUHAYSHI HAS ELED TO 
TUNISIA, HAWADI WAS INJUIRED WHILE BEING ARRESTED, AND MORE THAN 
30 ARMY AND REPUBLIC GUARD COMMANDERS HAVE BEEN DETAILED. PAPERS 
REPORT THOSE PARTICIPATING IN COUP ATTEMPT INCLUDED OTHER RCC 
MEMBERS (UNNAMED), REPUBLICAN GUARD COMMANDERS IN TRIPOLI AND 
BENGHAZI, AND "LARGE NUMBER" OF ARMY COMMANDERS. 

2. GUMHURIYYA AUGUST 18 ADDS FURTHER DETAILS. QADDHAFI HAS 
REPORTEDLY DISMISSED AIR FORCE COMMANDER SALIH AL-FIRJANI, 
APPOINTING SQUADRON LEADER SA ID AL-KADUI IN HIS PLACE. 
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HAS APPROPRIATED DOES 80 MILLION FROM OIL REVENUE TO FINANCE 
SABOTAGE OPERATIONS TO BE PERPETRATED WITH AID OF JAPANESE 
RED ARMY TERRORISTS FROM KUALA LUMPUR. GUMHURIYYA ALSO CLAIMS 
UNEXPLAINED EXPLOSION AT ZAITUNA HARBOR AUGUST 17 KILLED 
FOUR PERSONS. 

3. IN RELATED REPORTING, PAPERS ALSO GIVE CONTINUING HEAVY 
COVERAGE TO PRES SADAT'S VISIT TO WESTERN BORDER AREAS. HE IS 
REPORTED AS TELLING RALLY IN SIWA AUGUST 16 THAT HE HAS ALREADY 
ISSUED DIRECTIVES TO STUDY IRRIGATION PROJECTS, ESTABLISH DATE 
PROCESSING PLANT, BEGIN WEEKLY AIR SERVICE BETWEEN MATRUH AND 
SIWA AND BUILD A HARD SURFACE ROAD FROM COAST TO OASIS. IN HIS 
REMARKS, PRESIDENT REPORTEDLY STRESSED THAT EVERY CITIZEN'S DUTY 
TO EGYPT IS THE SAME, WHETHER HE LIVES IN DESRT OR CITY. 
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